Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
January 25, 2026

Sunday:
Is 8:23-9:3/Ps 27:1, 4,13-14/1 Cor 1:10-13,
17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

Monday:
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,
7-8a, 10, 21-22, 25-26/Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday:
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/
Mk 3:31-35

Wednesday:
2 Sm 7:4-17/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/
Mk 4:1-20

Thursday:
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12,
13-14/Mk 4:21-25

Friday:
2 Sm 11:1-44a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a,
6bcd-7, 10-11/Mk 4:26-34

Saturday:
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-
17/Mk 4:35-41

Next Sunday:
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6¢-7, 8-9a, 9b-
10/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

| was 22 years old, lying in bed one night while on a
pilgrimage, when | suddenly sensed an idea in my mind: “Go
to the seminary.” There was no voice, no vision, but a gentle
and unmistakable clarity. | simply prayed, “Lord, if that’s from
you, let me find great joy in it.” Three days later, my heart
was bursting with joy. | dropped everything and entered the
seminary. The older | get, the stranger my rather careless and
hasty departure seems to me. | followed not because it made
sense, or because | was especially brave. | went because the
Lord called me.

Something like this happens in today’s Gospel. Jesus walks by
Simon, Andrew, James, and John and says, “Come after me”
(Matthew 4:19). And immediately they leave their nets and
follow. There’s no explanation, no hesitation ... just movement.
Why? As St. John says, “In this is love: not that we have
loved God, but that he loved us” (1 John 4:10). They do not
leave their nets because his call made perfect, calculable
sense. They left them because they were called. And Jesus’
call is powerful.

Take a moment this week to remember when Christ first
called you. However small or quiet it was, recall it, and
give thanks. The more we marvel that Christ has called us
personally, the more passionately and freely we will follow
him.

— Father John Muir
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Young or old, believer or non-believer, rich or
poor: it doesn’t matter who we are. It doesn’t matter what our
life looks like. If we are a human being, if we have a soul, we
stand on the shore of a great and powerful sea, a net in our
hands and a hunger in our soul.

Sea of Galilee Moments

Young or old, believer or non-believer, rich or poor, healthy or
sick: it doesn’t matter who we are. It doesn’t matter what our
life looks like. If we are a human being, if we have a soul, we
stand on the shore of a great and powerful sea, a net in our
hands and a hunger in our soul.

So what’s in the sea? | don’t know about yours, but mine

is filled with feelings of inadequacy. It’s filled with fear and
resentment and confusion. It’s filled with misplaced pride. It’s
deep. It’s dark. It’s well-stocked.

| cast my net, over and over again. What else is there to do?

If | draw back a harvest, it can sustain me for days, weeks,
maybe even years. The nourishment of the sea can keep away
the hunger pangs — for a time. You can survive on fear and
resentment and pride if it’s all you have. You’ll never feel full,
and you’ll never be strong, but you’ll survive on what the world
can offer you — so long as you keep coming back to the shore.

This is where Jesus finds us.

If | close my eyes, | can picture the moments exactly, all of
them: my Sea of Galilee moments. | could describe them to
you — the day, the year, what was happening in my life, what
| wanted and what | needed and what gnawing hunger had
brought me, once again, limping, crawling back to the shore.

But you wouldn’t understand my Sea of Galilee moments,
just like | wouldn’t understand yours. There is only one who
understands, and his is the voice we heard, clear and strong:
“Put down the net, and come with me.”

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

If one’s gift or talent is making
money, and one uses that money
for honorable purposes, is it
considered a spiritual gift? What
does our faith teach us about
wealth and stewardship?

Answer:

Jesus said it best: to whom much
is given, much is expected. All
gifts come from God, and our
abilities are given to us to be used
for the benefit of ourselves and
of others and at the service of
the Gospel. In an article entitled
“The Many Faces of Stewardship,”
Catherine Doherty wrote about
stewardship in the “nitty-gritty
everydayness of my life,” and
about the currency or “money”
of spiritual stewardship: love,
understanding, and unselfishness.

For a gift to have a spiritual
benefit, our intention and
involvement would be part of the
consideration. If | give money to a
charity, but do so in order to gain
a tax advantage, it could hardly
be a virtuous thing on my part.
But if | give because | want to help
and, in fact, am even willing to get
involved, | have committed myself
in a deeper, more meaningful

way. Regardless of our money-
making talents, in the end, true
stewardship comes down to how
well we practice the virtues of
faith, hope, and love within our life
and with those in our community
and church. Ultimately, the most
important element in stewardship
is not intangible — it’s you!
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light; (Is 9:1)

Psalm:
The Lord is my light and my salvation. (Ps 27)

Second Reading:

| urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree in what you say;,
and that you be united in the same mind and in the same
purpose. (1 Cor 1:10)

Gospel:

He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea,
in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali,
that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet
might be fulfilled. (Mt 4:13-14)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Peter and Andrew, James and John — they
were not expecting God that day. But there
he was, right in front of them, beckoning. God
stands before us today, and like the Apostles,
we often don’t see him coming. But still, he
beckons. Will we follow?

Observances for the week of
January 25, 2026

Sunday: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week

Monday: Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops

Tuesday: St. Angela Merici, Virgin

Wednesday: St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the
Church

Saturday: St. John Bosco, Priest

Next Sunday: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Virtues, Explained!

In practicing patience, we bear
any kind of suffering for a greater
good, safeguard our reason
against sorrow, and “look at
(other people) with God’s gaze
knowing how to distinguish their
faces from their faults.”.

Blessing of Light

Where you have known darkness,
may the light stretch and shine.
Where you have dwelt in
shadows, may the sun reach its
gentle rays.

Where you have hidden in
shame, may you know light-filled
redemption, healing, belonging,
and rest in Jesus.

Amen.
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Liturgical Life

Questions of the Week
On those dwelling in Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

a land overshadowed First Reading:
by death Isaiah prophesies a future reversal of fortune for the

light has arisen.

people living in the land of Zebulun and Naphtali.
Have you ever received an unexpected gift or

From that time blessing?
on, Jesus began
to preach and say, Second Reading:
“Repent, for the Paul urges the Corinthians to be united in mind and
. : purpose, and to avoid rivalries. How do you react to
klngdorrl of heaven is conflicts at home or at work?
at hand.
- Mt 4:16b-17
Gospel:
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Matthew tells us that Jesus began his public ministry
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. by calling disciples, healing the sick and preaching the

Good News of the Kingdom of Heaven. Have you ever
felt a “call to action” to live out your faith?

SHOD LOCAL.
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%EATLOCAL

Support our local advertisers
Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our

advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to

bring you our bulletin every week &

without them. Please encourage and ' a

remind others to show their support ,
and shop local. - &
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Liturgical Life

As [Jesus] was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his
brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and
I will make you fishers of men.” - Mt 4:18-19

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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