Readings for the week of

December 8, 2024

Sunday:
Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 (3)/
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Monday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38

Tuesday:
Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/
Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday:
Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/
Mt 11:28-30

Thursday:
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt
13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Friday:
Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday:
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16,
18-19/Mt 17:9q, 10-13

Next Sunday:
Zep 3:14-18a/1s 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/
Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

In the year 1995, in the seventeenth year of my life, when

Fife Symington was governor of Arizona, Bill Clinton was
president of the United States, Chuck Keiffer was pastor of St.
Theresa parish in Phoenix, Arizona, and Ron and Mary were my
parents, the word of God came to my youth minister Eric and
through him | started to see the salvation of God. Soon, Christ
came into my life never to leave. I'm thankful beyond words.

Why am | being so specific, you ask? Because in the Gospel
this week we hear the specific names of people holding civic
and religious authority in first century Palestine when “the
word of God came to John the Baptist:” Tiberius Caesar,
Pontius Pilate, Herod, Philip, Lysanias, Annas, Caiaphas, and
Zechariah. All this is meant to help us see that God breaks into
our history, into real human events. Jesus is no mere myth. He
is the Word-which-breaks-in, in concrete moments, you might
say. And now we anticipate his coming once again in our
specific situations.

Advent challenge: Name as many civic and religious leaders
who are in authority currently in your life. Now, name who the
potential John the Baptists may be. A spouse? A friend? A
podcaster? A work colleague who brings God’s word to you?
Spend a moment considering that this comprises the concrete,
historical setting into which Christ wishes to come. Then, with
these specifics in mind, pray: “Come, Lord Jesus. Come.”

— Father John Muir
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The Straight Path

Ten to fifteen years ago the Department of Transportation
decided that it would be fun to give everyone in my zip code
something to complain about and replaced most of our
major intersections with roundabouts.

This wouldn’t be so irksome, | suppose, if | understood how
to navigate a roundabout. In theory | do, I’ve read all the rules
and I've watched those cute little YouTube videos where

they show you which car is supposed to go at what time.

But theory and practice are rather different. And the bottom
line is, | never approach a roundabout without taking a deep,
anxious breath and tightening my grip on the steering wheel,
not entirely sure what my next move should be.

| think of roundabouts every time | hear today’s Gospel
reading, where John the Baptist echoes Isaiah in beseeching
us to make straight the paths of the Lord. See, | always think
I’ve made a straight path between me and God. | go to Mass.
| go to Confession. | say my prayers.

He can get to me if He wants, | tell myself.

But without realizing it, | put up roundabouts. | make rules.
You go here, God, and then | go here. I’ll do this, God, but
first You do this. You stay in your lane, and | stay in mine.
Eventually | find myself taking a different route altogether;
the road that stretches between me and Him is too daunting.
| start avoiding it.

Sometimes | think God wants the path to be straight not
for Himself but for us. He can handle a roundabout. But
He knows that when we must run to Him, we have to do it
without thinking. In the dark. In fear, in anxiety.

So, this Advent, beware the roundabouts. Make straight the
path.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

What is the Hispanic Advent
custom of “Las Posadas”?

Answer:

“Posada” is the Spanish word for
inn or lodging. “Las Posadas” refers
to a traditional Advent custom in
preparation for the birth of Jesus,
beginning on December 16. For
nine successive evenings, groups
reenact the search of Mary and
Joseph for shelter in Bethlehem.

Two children dress as Mary and
Joseph, sometimes with Mary
riding on an actual donkey. They
are usually accompanied by
children dressed as angels and
shepherds along with the Wise
Men. Adults accompany them

as they process to designated
homes where they sing Christmas
songs and request lodging. Part
of the group enters the home and
becomes the chorus that responds
to the request for lodging. In the
beginning the request is rebuffed.
They move to several more homes
where the ritual is repeated.
Eventually, at the last home, their
need is recognized, and they all
enter the home where a party
ensues. This is repeated in different
neighborhoods and homes each of
the nine days.

While this custom teaches

children an important aspect

of the Christmas story, it also
emphasizes the need for hospitality
to strangers and the continual need
we all have to make room for Jesus
in our “posada.” As we struggle to
arrive at a fair and just immigration
policy, it would be good to recall
the fact that Mary, Joseph, and
Jesus were also immigrants looking
for a hospitable place to dwell.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
“For God will show all the earth your splendor:
you will be named by God forever
the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship.” (Bar 5:3-4)

Psalm:
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
(Ps 126)

Second Reading:

So that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ. (Phil 1:10-11)

Gospel:
“The winding roads shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” (Lk 3:5-6)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

John the Baptist was appointed to prepare the way for
the Lord. This Advent, follow his example and prepare
the way for the Lord. Invite the Lord to make straight
the roads in your life that wind, and to smooth all that
is rough in your heart.

Observances for the week of
December 8, 2024

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent

Monday: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Tuesday: Our Lady of Loreto

Wednesday: St. Damasus |, Pope

Thursday: Our Lady of Guadalupe

Friday: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

Saturday: St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of
the Church

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
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Saint of the week

St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
(1880-1906) was a French
mystic, a member of the
Discalced Carmelites. In her
writing, her fierce belief in the
Trinity within us, reachable
through contemplative prayer,
and her deep wish that we
embrace God’s love by letting
ourselves be loved are her
powerful legacy.

Prayer of
Preparation

With abiding hope as we look
forward to Jesus’ arrival —
Make straight the paths, Lord!
Fill us with holy excitement, in
Your name.

Amen.
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“Every valley shall
be filled and every

mountain and hill shall

be made low.

The winding roads shall

be made straight, and
the rough ways made
smooth, and all flesh
shall see the salvation
of God.”

- Lk 3:5-6

Excerpts from the Lectionary for
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

SHODLOCAL

C— . SCE—

EAT LOCAL.

——

ENJOY L‘OCAL

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading:

The prophet Baruch offers the Israelites in Babylonian
exile a vision of hope in which their broken relationship
with God will be fully restored. Is there a broken
relationship you could help heal this Advent season?

Second Reading:

Paul prays with joy over the partnership he experiences
with the believers in Phillipi. What relationships in your
life bring you joy?

Gospel:

Luke is careful to place the activities of John the Baptist
in their proper historical and political context, showing
how God acts in human history. Can you think of a time
in your personal history when you felt God present?

| THOUGHT Nf//
HARDSHIP W =VER

BE TOO GREAT FO ":', €N

ACCEPT. | WAS READY| F
ANYTHING; IN FACT, | WAS
VERY SURE | COULD MOVE

Support our local advertisers
Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week ’ , i
without them. Please encourage and : : -
remind others to show their support
and shop local.

MOUNTAINS.

\\(,

-FATHER AUGUSTUS TOLTON
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THE LORD -
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A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.”

- Lk 3:4

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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