Readings for the week of

March 24, 2024

Sunday:

Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/1s 50:4-7/
Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 (2a)/
Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39

Monday:
Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11

Tuesday:
Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and
17/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday:
Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and
33-34/Mt 26:14-25

Thursday:

Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps
89:21-22, 25 and 27/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper:

Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18
(see 1 Cor 10:16)/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15

Friday:

Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17,
25 (Lk 23:46)/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/

Jn 18:1—19:42

Saturday:

Easter Vigil: Gn 11—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps
104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 (30) or Ps
33:4-5, 6-7,12-13, 20-22 (5b)/Gn 22:1-18
or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11
(1)/Ex 14:15—15:1/ Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18
(1b)/1s 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
(2a)/1s 55:1-11/1s 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (3)/Bar
3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 (Jn
6:68c)/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3,

5; 43:3, 4 (42:2)/Rom 6:3-11/Mk 16:1-7

Next Sunday:

Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
(24)/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9
or Mk 16:1-7

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for

Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A few months before they married, my twenty-three-year-
old sister and her fiancé planned a cross-country road trip to
visit his family. My parents told them that they could only go
if they slept in separate hotel rooms, offering to foot the bill.
It might sound prudish, but my parents wanted the young
couple to understand that their approaching unity was close,
but not yet. Patience solidifies love.

What could this possibly have to do with Palm Sunday? It’s
usually overlooked, but the Gospels tell us that, after entering
Jerusalem, Jesus “looked around ... and since it was late,
went out to Bethany with the twelve” (Mk 11:11) for the night.
Who cares? Why include this detail? Jews in those days
believed that the new Davidic King would one day re-enter
and “marry” the city. A new future marked by fidelity would
begin for God’s people. Israel’s God would be in union with
His people forever. Without over-sexualizing the metaphor,
perhaps Jesus refused to sleep in Jerusalem to remind us

of his marital purpose. He was entering Jerusalem as the
bridegroom-king. It was almost time, but not yet. Soon he will
sleep in Jerusalem in the tomb and then something new will
begin: his one body, his Church.

Lenten challenge: This Holy Week, | challenge you to keep
this image in your mind all the way until Easter Sunday: Jesus
is the faithful bridegroom who patiently prepares his bride for
their new life together. Go to the Good Friday liturgy and kiss
the cross. When you do, let that gesture be the long-awaited
“l do” to our faithful God, who always waits for us.

— Father John Muir
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

The Whole Story
The Bible is a strange book.

It’s one of the only books that most people never
read in its entirety, even those who claim it as one

of their favorites. It’s also one of the only books that
we feel comfortable chopping up and sectioning out.
There’s nothing wrong with that, really, until people
start making wholesale judgments of divine revelation
based on one tiny part of it. You can’t base your belief
system on a few lines from Leviticus and ignore the
Gospels, just like you can’t embrace the teachings

of Jesus and ignore the Old Testament. You need to
accept the whole story, in its entirety, or none of it
means anything.

But it’s hard, because accepting the whole story
means patience. It means critical thinking. It requires
endurance. It’s easier just to throw a line from
Leviticus at a problem and be done with it.

Holy Week reminds us that salvation history is a
tapestry, not a collection of threads. As beautiful as
the individual stitches might be, you won’t appreciate
the message unless you back up and look at the
complete product. If we didn’t have the whole story,
Holy Thursday and Good Friday would be neither holy
nor good. And without Holy Week, Easter morning
means nothing — it’s just a guy waking up.

How often in life do we find ourselves confused to the
point of hopelessness, unable to make sense of it all?
Overwhelmed by the pain and suffering that exists

in this world, and for seemingly no reason. Some of
us become so frustrated we throw up our hands and
despair.

We need Easter. We need the whole story. We need to
be patient.

“His disciples did not understand this at first, but
when Jesus had been glorified they remembered that
these things were written about him and that they had
done this for him.” — John 12:16

- Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Do Catholics always need to receive
communion in wafer form, or can it be
different kinds of bread?

Answer:

In the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church,
the most common form for the eucharistic
bread is the small white communion “wafer”
that is a ubiquitous part of the Catholic
Mass. The instructions of the Church have
been very specific regarding the make-up
of the bread used in the Mass: “The bread
used in the celebration of the Most Holy
Eucharistic Sacrifice must be unleavened,
purely of wheat, and recently made ... it
follows therefore that bread made from
another substance, even if it is grain,

or if it is mixed with another substance
different from wheat to such an extent
that it would not commonly be considered
wheat bread, does not constitute valid
matter for confecting the Sacrifice and the
Eucharistic Sacrament” (see Redemptionis
Sacramentum by the Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, no. 48).

The Church’s tradition of using a wheat-
based bread is based on the bread that
Jesus would have used at the Last Supper
and is considered to be an essential part
of the “matter” of the Sacrament of the
Eucharist.

As we consider the question of whether

a “wafer” — which is properly called a
“host” — should be used, we also must
keep in mind that in the Eastern Rites of
the Catholic Church, leavened (i.e. “raised”)
bread is more often used. And so, while the
thin, white “wafer” is most commonly used
in the Roman Rite of the Church, the full
expression of the Catholic tradition does
allow for a more substantial form of bread
to be used, but the tradition of using a
simple wheat bread with no other additions
or additives is considered essential.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
| have set my face like flint,
knowing that | shall not be put to shame. (Is 50:7)

Psalm:
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? (Ps 22)

Second Reading:
He humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.
Because of this, God greatly exalted him. (Phil 2:8-9)

Gospel:
They brought him to the place of Golgotha
—which is translated Place of the Skull—. (Mk 15:22)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.The English translation of Psalm

Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The crowds of Jerusalem beautified the path of
Jesus as he came into the city, offering their own
cloaks in homage. Let us make way in our hearts
for the King as we enter into Holy Week.

Observances for the week of
March 24, 2024

Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord,
Holy Week begins

Thursday: Holy Thursday
Friday: Good Friday
Saturday: Holy Saturday

Next Sunday: Easter Sunday

Saint of the week

St. Toribio Romo Gonzalez was
a Mexican priest and martyr
from Jalisco in the early 1900’s.
He’s known for his strong
devotion to the Eucharist and
catechesis to the poor. During
a time of religious persecution
in Mexico, government troops
shot and killed him.

Prayer for Palm
Sunday

Blessed be your name, oh Lord
my God! As we enter this week
of your Passion and Death,
keep me in lockstep with you.
Help me to be attentive to
every word you would have
me hear, every lesson you
would have me learn. | want to
journey with you. Amen.
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Those preceding him as
well as those following
kept crying out:
“Hosanna!

Liturgical Life

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
Despite his suffering, we hear how the prophet Isaiah found
strength in his faith and fidelity to God. How does your

faith help you through professional or family challenges?

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the kingdom

Second Reading

Paul taught that central to Jesus’s identity was his humility
and obedience to God. How well do you practice these
Christian virtues?

of our father David that
is to come!
Hosanna in the highest!”

> b =1 Gospel Reading

We hear today Mark’s account of the Passion of our
Lord. How do you prepare yourself to listen to the
passion narrative?

Excerpts from the Lectionary for
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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EAT LOCAL.

Support our local advertisers
Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them. Please encourage and
remind others to show their support
and shop local.
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Liturgical Life

So they brought the colt to Jesus and put their cloaks over it. And he sat on it. Many people
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from
the fields. - Mk 11:7-8

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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