Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
June 29, 2025

Sunday:

Vigil: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Gal 1:11-
20/Jn 21:15-19 Day: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3,
4-5, 6-7, 8-9/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19

Monday:
Gn 18:16-33/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11/
Mt 8:18-22

Tuesday:
Gn 19:15-29/Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12/
Mt 8:23-27

Wednesday:
Gn 21:5, 8-20a/Ps 34:7-8, 10-11, 12-13/
Mt 8:28-34

Thursday:
Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 20:24-29

Friday:
Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67/Ps 106:1b-2,
3-4a, 4b-5/Mt 9:9-13

Saturday:
Gn 27:1-5,15-29/Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Mt 9:14-17

Next Sunday:
Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7,16, 20 (1)/
Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOD'S FAMILY,
THE CHURCH.

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

What do you call brothers who are born on the same day?
Twins, of course. That is what we celebrate today in the
inestimable saints, Peter and Paul. Wait: twins? Yes. The early
Church believed that Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome
on the same day. Since the day of martyrdom is celebrated as
a saints’ birth into eternal life, the result is striking: Peter and
Paul are twins in God’s family, the Church.

Who should care about this? Well, anyone who longs to live

in a world marked by love and peace. Remember, the Romans
believed that twins, Romulus and Remus, founded their city
through an act of fratricide, the former murdering the latter.
Sadly, the structures of this fallen world emerge through
violence between those who should love each other. But in
the Church, a new city has been founded upon this new set of
twins, embodying the non-violent power of Jesus’ cross and
resurrection.

That’s why traditional icons represent Peter and Paul in a
fraternal and warm embrace. Contrasted with the violence of
Rome’s founders, it challenges us with a bold claim: do we
believe that structures of merciful love are more powerful and
lasting than those based on power, violence, and domination?
Am | willing to see others in my life as my “twin,” with whom

| am called to give my life for Christ, or as my rival? Am |
committed to living what is embodied in Romulus and Remus,
or in Peter and Paul?

— Father John Muir
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: People have a lot of opinions about God. But
when the world asks, “Who do you say that Jesus is?” We
know the answer. Will we speak up?

Some Say
At first, the Apostles try to dodge the question.

When Jesus confronts them — and make no mistake, it is a
confrontation — with the question “Who do you say that | am?”
they act like a man whose wife has just asked him if she looks
fat in these jeans.

The evasiveness of their answer puts politicians to shame:
“Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.”

Some say.

But Jesus doesn’t let them off easy. He repeats himself. He
wants an answer. “Who do you say that | am?”

They all know the answer. They all believe the answer. And they
all know the answer could get them thrown in prison or killed.
Only Peter is brave enough to say it: “You are the Christ, the
Son of the Living God.”

People have a lot of opinions about God. They always have.
They have a lot of opinions about Jesus and the Bible, about
the Catholic Church and the Pope. Some of these opinions
are well-founded, well-researched. Some of them are based in
ignorance. Many are born of painful misunderstandings. But
they are all just that: opinions.

Some say.

We know who Jesus is. We know who the Eucharist is. We
know what the truth is. Amid the chaos and the violence and
the excruciating loudness of this fallen world and all the words
it shouts into the void about God and Jesus and right and
wrong, we know.

But will we answer?

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?

Catholic Life Explained
Question:

January 25 is the feast of the
Conversion of St. Paul and the end of
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
What does one have to do with the
other?

Answer:

The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity consists of eight days beginning
January 18 (at that time the feast of
the Chair of Peter), and ending on
January 25, the feast of the Conversion
of St. Paul. The Franciscan Friars of
the Atonement, founded in the early
twentieth century in Graymoor, NY,
sought to promote unity among
Anglicans and Roman Catholics. Paul
James Wattson, a former Episcopalian
priest, founded the community,

which was formally accepted into the
Catholic communion.

The idea for Christian unity soon
began to catch on, and by the 1930s,
more and more Christians welcomed
such a focus. Suggestions for prayer
and education are distributed each
year, emphasizing a jointly chosen
theme. The 1964 Vatican Il document
on ecumenism, Unitatis Redintegratio,
gave a great boost to the octave, so
that today many Christians worldwide
promote and participate in the octave
time of prayer.

The emphasis on both Peter and Paul
aptly fits into the rationale of the
octave. Peter is seen as the source of
unity within the Christian tradition.
Paul is highlighted due to his vision
of bringing all to Christ. The Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity is an ideal
opportunity to pray for and promote
respect, understanding, and, hopefully,
eventual unity among Christians. To
learn more, visit geii.org.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
“Now | know for certain that the Lord sent his angel

and rescued me from the hand of Herod

and from all that the Jewish people had been expecting.”
(Acts 12:11)

Psalm:
The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. (Ps 34)

Second Reading:
The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat
and will bring me safe to his heavenly Kingdom. (2 Tm 4:18)

Gospel:

I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed

in heaven.” (Mt 16:19)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Peter testified to a dangerous and unpopular
truth — that Christ was the Messiah. That
courage, that trust in God, is the cornerstone
of all we believe. Like Peter, we must always
bear witness to the truth.

Observances for the week of
June 29, 2025

Sunday: Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles
Monday: The First Martyrs of the
Holy Roman Church

Tuesday: St. Junipero Serra, Priest
Thursday: St. Thomas, Apostle
Friday: Independence Day (USA)

Saturday: St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest;
St. Elizabeth of Portugal

Next Sunday: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Devotions, Explained!

A pilgrimage is a journey to a
place of spiritual significance
undertaken by one who is
seeking closeness to Heaven
while still on Earth.

Prayer of
Pastoral Care

O God,

Bless the souls You have
entrusted to our care. As You hear
every one of their prayers, help us
to hear them, too. Answer their
prayer intentions and personal
needs through us and our
ministry, as we all seek to do Your
will.

Amen.
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“You are Peter, and upon
this rock | will build my
Church, and the gates
of the netherworld shall
not prevail against it. |
will give you the keys to
the Kingdom of heaven.

Whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in
heaven; and whatever
you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven.”

- Mt 16:18-19

Excerpts from the Lectionary for
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Support our local advertisers

Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them. Please encourage and
remind others to show their support
and shop local.

SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2025

Liturgical Life

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading:

In his miraculous escape from prison, Peter was
convinced of God’s saving work in his life. Where do
you see God at work in your life?

Second Reading:

As Paul was nearing the end of his life, he realized that
God had rescued him from many dangers and threats.
As you reflect on your life, can you see times when
God’s saving hand was present for you?

Gospel:

Jesus commissioned Peter to be the foundation
(“rock”) of his Church. Are there any roles or
responsibilities you feel called to do in your parish?

~ ATH OF JULY
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Liturgical Life

Blessed

is the nation
whose God is
the LORD.

PSALM 33:12

OLPi

He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.” - Mt 16:15-17

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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