Readings for the week of

August 24, 2025

Sunday:
Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30

Monday:
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a
and 9b/Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday:
1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6/Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday:
1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab/
Mt 23:27-32

Thursday:
1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 24:42-51

Friday:

1 Thes 4:1-8 (429)/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10,

11-12/Mk 6:17-29

Saturday:
1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Mt 25:14-30

Next Sunday:
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5
(1a)/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Worship & Meditation
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STRIVE!

ENDURE!

KEEP GOING!

<

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

I've been hiking Camelback Mountain in Phoenix, Arizona
most of my life. It is a vigorous forty-five minutes to the top.
Near the peak, the end suddenly appears much further away,
and steeper. At that moment, a descending hiker often offers
encouragement: “Keep going! The peak is right there. It’s

not as far as it looks. You can do it!” It usually works. After
another five minute push, you summit and enjoy a glorious
panorama of the Sonoran Desert in the Valley of the Sun.

When Jesus is asked about how many people are saved,

he says: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate” (Luke
13:24). How many? Strive! Focus on your journey. What does
heavenly census taking have to do with you or me? How
would it help a hiker on a mountain to ask the others coming
down, “How many people are going to make it to the top?”
A normal response would be something like: “How is that a
relevant question? Carry on!”

Jesus links one virtue directly to salvation: perseverance (cf.
Matt 24:13; hypomone in Greek). Strive! Endure! Keep going!
The one absolutely necessary virtue is perseverance, to not
give up on our journey. The mountain we struggle to climb
is often our own weakness, failures, and sins. Persevere in
prayer. Keep celebrating the sacraments. Embrace daily
duties. With God’s grace, you are strong enough to keep
going. Perhaps the peak is not as far away as you might fear.
Keep going!

— Father John Muir
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: Jesus’ whole thing was that you can sit with us,

whoever you are, wherever you’re from and whatever you’ve done.

But there are a lot of lunch tables in the world, and not everyone
wants to be at one with rules like “repent” and “be good to that
person you really don’t like.”

Heaven and Regina George

There are certain phrases that serve as a kind of shibboleth for
millennials, a dog whistle that only ears formed between 1981 and
1996 can discern. “You can’t sit with us!” is one of those phrases.

It’s from the movie Mean Girls, (which, | hear from my younger
family members, has now become cool with the kids again, so
maybe my point about it being niche is incorrect). The character
Regina George, merciless ruler of the cool kids, is rejected from
the ultra-exclusive lunch table she herself formed when her
minions, tired of her cruelty, serve her the most devastating words
a teenager can hear in public: “You can’t sit with us.”

So passes earthly glory, as they say.

At first blush, this Gospel gives “Mean Girls” vibes. We have an

image of the unlucky masses clamoring for entry into the kingdom

of heaven as God locks the door against them, saying, “l do not
know where you are from.”

Very “you-can’t-sit-with-us.”

But we need to remember that the people pounding on the door
of heaven in today’s Gospel aren’t people who wanted a seat at
God’s lunch table — at least, not until it was the only lunch table
left, because they had Regina George’d their way out of all the
other ones.

Jesus’ whole thing was that you can sit with us, whoever you are,
wherever you’re from and whatever you’'ve done. But there are a
lot of lunch tables in the world, and not everyone wants to be at

one with rules like “repent” and “be good to that person you really

don’t like.” It’s not always an easy table to sit at, especially when
there are so many other options.

We have to choose heaven before heaven becomes our only
choice.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
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Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

What is the difference between
a basilica and a cathedral?

Answer:

Basilicas are churches that
are so titled because of their
antiquity, dignity, historical
importance, or significance as
centers of worship. A cathedral
is the principal church of

a diocese, which contains

the chair of the bishop, or
“cathedra” in Latin. The chair
is the symbol of the bishop’s
teaching authority.

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

| know their works and their thoughts,

and | come to gather nations of every language;
they shall come and see my glory. (Is 66:18)

Psalm:
Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. (Ps 117)

Second Reading:
So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees.
Make straight paths for your feet,

that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed.
(Heb 12:12-13)

Gospel:
For behold, some are last who will be first,
and some are first who will be last.” (Lk 13:30)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate,”
Jesus tells us. “Many will attempt...but will
not be strong enough.” So let us never be
so foolish that we rely on our own strength.
Narrow does not mean unpassable — not if
we ask for help.

Observances for the week of
August 24, 2025

Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz,
Priest

Wednesday: St. Monica

Wednesday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church

Friday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist
Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Devotions, Explained!

The Ignatian Spiritual Exercises
are prayers and meditations
which are meant to accompany
souls on a journey toward
deeper contemplation of God’s
love and a more meaningful
understanding of His call to
discipleship.

Prayer for Holiness

Good Shepherd,

Guide me through the
narrow gate. Remove from
me anything that distracts
me from You, Your love, Your
invitation, Your mission. Keep
me close to You, familiar at
every step.

Amen.
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“People will come
from the east and the
west and from the
north and the south
and will recline at
table in the kingdom
of God. For behold,
some are last who will
be first, and some are
first who will be last.”
- Lk 13:29-30

Excerpts from the Lectionary for
Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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_EAT LOCAL.

Support our local advertisers
Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them. Please encourage and
remind others to show their support
and shop local.

Liturgical Life

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading:

Isaiah reveals to us God’s plan to gather and unite all His
people and witness His glory in the age to come. What are
you hoping for in the future?

Second Reading:

The author of Hebrews offers words of encouragement
for community members struggling and discouraged in
their faith. Is there a friend or co-worker you could look to
support this week?

Gospel:

Jesus speaks to the crowds of the dire consequences of
rejecting his call to salvation. What could be some effective
ways to bring others to faith in Jesus?

-ST. MONICA
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Liturgical Life
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Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone
asked him, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” He answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow

gate.” - Lk 13:22-24a

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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